Flt Lt Nigel Brook Mole

According  to the website page  http://aircrewremembered.com/mole-nigel.html Nigel Mole’s parents were Harold and Rose Mary Mole ‘of Tinahely, Co Wicklow’.  This seems strange as he is remembered on Harpenden’s war memorial.  Research using census and Kellys directories suggest the record is incorrect although of course they may have been in Ireland when Nigel had to record where they were at the time. But can we claim him as ‘ours’?

Harold and Rosemary were indeed his parents.  His birth was registered at St Albans (correct for Harpenden) the 2nd quarter of 1916 ref 3c 1588 and his mother's name is given as Bowling.  By the 1911 census his paternal grandfather and family (including his father) were living in Rivermede (Rivermead) and Rosemary and her parents in Morten End House (across the road from each other in Luton Road, Harpenden).  Their marriage was registered at St Albans (again correct for Harpenden) the 2nd quarter of 1911 ref 3a 1479.

His paternal grandfather and mother are recorded as being born in Warwickshire and Birmingham respectfully and his maternal grandparents in London and Amwell (Herts) respectivly.  His father was born in Bampton in Cumberland and his mother in Hove so no indication of an Irish connection for those generations.

The Moles are first recorded as living in Harpenden in the 1907 edition of Kellys (In Rivermead) and Harold and his brother Stanley soon joined the cricket club as they both played for the club that season. Nigel apparently played a few games in the late 30s.

 Nigel’s parents were at 12 Douglas Road by 1922 and had moved to 8 Arden Grove by 1930; members of the family were still living in the property  in the final Kellys issue (1974). 

Nigel was killed 24th October 1940 and his name is also on the Runnymead Memorial , Panel 4.

