Edited Transcript as published in Hertfordshire Past, No.30, Spring 1991, of the

Report of the Jubilee Proceedings at Harpenden
as circulated to subscribers, with a copy placed in the Parish Chest

1887
The day began with a peal on the Church bells at 6 a.m. At 11.30 there was a special Commemoration Service at the Parish Church … which was very fully attended …. though many were kept away by the necessary work of preparation for the festivities in the Park.

At 12.30 the Village Band, for the first time wearing uniform, played the National Anthem on the Church Green, and then, followed by members of the Volunteer Corps and a large number of the inhabitants, marched to Rothamsted Park.

At 1 o’clock the first dinner was served, to which 1,400 people sat down, at 2 o’clock the remaining diners sat down to the number of 905.  Invitations had been issued by ticket to all Parishioners who it was thought would care to attend, of 6 years of age and upwards … All the dining arrangements were punctually and satisfactorily carried out, greatly owing to the prompt and hearty co-operation of the volunteer carvers and servers.

At 3 o’clock the sports commenced and continued throughout the afternoon … The prizes took the form of the new Jubilee coins …

At 5.15, Sir John Lawes gave a short address on the Queen’s life and reign … three cheers were given for the Royal Family.  Sir John afterwards planted an oak tree … and this it is hoped may prove a lasting memorial of the day.

At 5.30, tea was served, the arrangements for which were not quite so satisfactory as those for dinner; the portable boilers were taxed beyond their capabilities …

At 9.15 the display of fireworks commenced on the Common, and gave great enjoyment to all who were able to witness it; the only failure was the collapse of the fire balloon …

The dinners were served in tents … The tables were covered with new white calico, and decorated with garden and wild flowers … A large picture of the Queen was on the front of the carving tent, and royal standards and union jacks floated in profusion about in the Park.  The dinner constituted of 2,000 lbs weight of roast and boiled beef, mutton and pork, meat pies, 300 quartern loaves of bread, 10cwt of new potatoes and 1,600 lbs of plum puddings; 250 gallons of lemonade, and 180 gallons of pale ale, so giving a pint of beer to all who desired it (being 15 years of age and upwards).  With the tea was given bread – 200 quartern loaves – and butter, and 1,000 lbs weight of plum came.

In the evening many houses in the Village were illuminated, and the pond and baa-lamb trees were hung with Chinese lanterns.

Medals were distributed to all children attending the dinner, … in all to between 900 and 1,000 children.
The climbing of a greasy pole for a leg of mutton gave amusement to some performers and spectators.  The prize finally given to a stranger.

The whole proceedings ended with the Band playing the National Anthem, at about 10.30.

There was a large surplus of bread, and this, together with some 200 gallons of excellent soup, had been distributed among the poor.

… hearty thanks to all who have contributed horse labour, hand labour, head labour, seats, tables, indeed anything asked for as a loan by the Committee.  The police gave every assistance in controlling any undue eagerness for admittance to the enclosures and in other ways, but acknowledged how completely the good feeling and behaviour of the people had made their professional duties a sinecure.  No one can regret that such a day of general pleasure was spent on the Queen’s Jubilee Day at Harpenden … we may believe that all connected with this place, looking back on the Jubilee Festival, cannot but feel they have many interests in common, and there exists much kindly feeling among all classes.
Signed:
Henry Tylston Hodgson, Chairman



J. Wright Salisbury, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer

There follows a list of Receipts and Expenditure, headed by Sir John Lawes and Sir Blundell Maple with £25, down to Mrs Smith who gave 3d.  The total amount was £194.17.5d.

Unfortunately expenditure exceeded receipts by something over five pounds, which the Committee hoped would be donated by a wellwisher.  There can be no doubt that the Committee were well satisfied with the whole vent which must have been a never-to-be-forgotten day for most villagers.
