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DISASTROUb FIRE AT
’ HARPENDEN’“ '

THE RED HOUDE BURNT DOWN
£12,000 TO £15000 DAMAGES.

- The usual quiet and peaceful like serenity of far-
famed Harpenden village was rudely disturbed last
'evening by the exciting news that fire had broken out
at'the Red House, Carlton-road, the residence of Mr.
A. Vaughan Stevens. Soon crowds of people were
‘hurrying to the spot, and on their arrival they found
.that the industriously circulated nsws was but too
‘true, and that the splendid house, with its somptuous
ﬁttmgs, was doomed to the ﬁames. The Red House,
it s known to all who,are really farmlxar with Har-
tpenden, was built a% w years ago‘on the delightful
northern eminence overlooking the viilage, and from
 this cberming spot a lavely panorama is spread
~ before the eyes—a truiy

i ] IDEAL LOCALITY FOR A COUNTRY
RESIDENCE.

When the house was erected-cost, was not considered,
and though it Is difficult to ebtain; t{ustworthy informa-
-tion'on this watter, there is.no room to doubt that the
f I'cost, of--the house, laying-outiof the grounds, and the
erectmn of the buildings essennal to so pelatial a
-structure approached £20,000. © The matter was con-
“¢isely put by a promxnenc resident of Harpenden to
our representative last evening: [T ¢ know the house
.and a more lovely place I ngver wag in. It was.
b, No‘mere tinsel- work there.., Everything was
f the best, and the expense ‘of completing this place
: tood wag¢ asormous.  Splendid:- polished. osk
autiful and ‘costly ﬁttmgs, and a staircase af
k.which cost anytliing from between £4000
] eallj maguiticent place. and it. was|
ith exquisite taste—a veritable palace.”
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& now the place is a wreck; nought. but the
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pujxess wae brought to s drsmatic close by the tele-
.gram: despatched last.evering, in reply to-which Mrf
Vaughan. Stevens left by first train, and reached
"Harpenden as quickly as possible, only to find that
his residence had been consumed by:the devouringi
 flames.  We sympathise with Mr. Vaughan Stevens|
‘and the members of his family in the great calamity’
_which has overtaken them, and they have the cordial
commiseration of all their fellow residents and many-
otbers be)oud the borders oinhe vlllage. o




