Notes from 1900-1918 Logbook  of Victoria Road Board School Girls’ Department, Harpenden during the Great War

1914

22nd May: Empire Day celebration

2nd Oct: The girls are making knitted garments, consisting of socks and belts, for the army. All departments contributed towards purchase of the wool.

23rd Nov: 36 pairs of socks and 30 belts have been made for the army by the First Class girls. They are being sent to Vicountess Hampden at Welwyn today to forward on to the Herts soldiers at the front.

1915

27th Jan: Ordinary lessons are not being taken in Class as the girls are to get blinds ready for the boys’ and girls’ departments during the afternoon, to comply with Government demands to veil all lights.

19th Feb: cookery lessons on 2 days rather than the usual 1 day, for making marmalade.

12th May: Egg collection made in response to an appeal for the wounded soldiers and sailors now in hospital. The number received was 211.

21st May: No public ceremony for Empire Day being observed. The children have been asked to express their sentiments in actions rather than words to keep the soldiers and sailors now engaged in the conflict.

3rd June:  A day set apart each week for receiving gifts of kind or money in aid of sick soldiers at home and fathers of scholars and old school boys now serving their country either at home or abroad. Sugar and marmalade and a collection of flowers were sent to the hospital here.

7th June: Letter of thanks for the gifts to the Military Hospital on the King’s birthday.

11th June: Cigarettes, cigars, matches, chocolate and cash forwarded to old boys now serving their country, in the army.

16th June: In response to an appeal from the Military Hospital, Harpenden, vegetables, fruit and cash were sent.

18th June: Scholars taken to Public Assembly to join the reception given to Herts Yeomanry on their recruitment march through the county. 

25th June: Cigarettes and matches contributed, in response to an appeal from the old boys now in the trenches. Parcels sent from this department to Egypt or France.

15th Oct: Letter forwarded to Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild for size and shape of garments requested, for use in hospitals. The girls will devote their time to making these for their volunteer effort for the soldiers.

25th Oct: Needlework lessons devoted to making garments or padding for appliances for the Red Cross Society.

4th Nov: Application to Mrs Bennett Sidebottom, local Vice President of county branch of British Red Cross Society, about material for making garments for military. A grant was not made to Red Cross for this, which was the reason the school started their own Red Cross Guild. Mrs Bennett Sidebottom heartily approved.

12th Nov: Bandages, pillowslips, socks, treasure bags for the Tommies in hospital, as are garments, now in hand.

22nd Nov: Treasure bags, bandages, jug covers sent as a gift to the VAD of Red Cross Society, from the 3 departments. Splints and crutches sent for inspection but are not a gift, as the money for their purchase was not raised voluntarily. 

23rd Dec: A Christmas gift from the school Red Cross Guild was sent, containing treasure bags, bandages, pillowslips, socks, vests and a surprise packet of pocket handkerchiefs and sweetmeats.

1916

11th Jan: Socks and mittens being made in Classes I and II for the Fleet. 

19th Jan: Local VAD reported Red Cross Society would like the school to spend £5 from their funds on materials for garments. Letter of thanks from the Red Cross and Mrs Lydekkker for the school’s contributions for the hospital and the Fleet. 

1st Feb: £5 sent to keep the children’s subscription for the Red Cross work by the local Society. 

10th Mar: Parcel of needlework sent to Red Cross Society, consisting of swabs, face gloves, serviettes, glass cloths, dusters and men’s hospital slippers.

5th Apr: Mrs Scraggs will be absent for seven days as one of the Military billeted with her has Scarlet Fever. 

21st Apr: The Red Cross Guild’s work to be stopped to devote time to the cutting out and needlework for garments requested by the local Red Cross Society. 

10th May: 174 eggs contributed by girls and staff in response to the National Egg Collection appeal. 

19th May: Parcel of old linen sent by Red Cross Society to be made into military requisites. 

24th May: Empire Day celebrated by a lesson given on growth and spirit of Empire.  A silver collection was asked for to send cigarettes and chocolate to the troops. 

7th Jun: Music and song by school assembly as mark of respect to the memory of Lord Kitchener who died tragically the previous day. 

13th Jul: Request for a parcel of goods -towels, pillowslips, napkins to be sent to Napsbury Military Hospital. The material, in the form of household linen, was given to Red Cross Society by Mrs Bishop, and which the girls converted.

14th Jul: France’s Red Cross Day. Madame Reider spoke to the girls on importance of co-operation between the Allies, particularly Britain and France. The making of shell dressing has substituted singing lessons and reading today in the top two classes as these are urgently needed.

18th Jul: Appeal from Napsbury for soap, cigarette paper, lead pencils, ash trays and notepaper. A parcel has been sent off.

29th Jul: 20 wounded soldiers collected from Napsbury and entertained by senior boys and girls as the conclusion to school’s Red Cross Guild work for this session.  Gifts of flowers, fruit and food were given by children and staff. 

4th Aug: More articles including shell dressings, serviettes, pillow slips, ash trays, pencils forwarded to local Red Cross. 

22nd Sep: Collection made to commemorate Jack Cornwall’s Day.

13th Oct: The children want to subscribe weekly towards raising a fund to provide garments for the wounded and comforts for the men of the navy. 

10th Nov: Class I cutting out vests for the Military.

20th Nov: Emily Feasey’s mark cancelled due to her father (soldier) coming to Harpenden to visit his children on short leave. 

15th Dec: Singing lessons substituted by military needlework lessons as staff and children too ill to sing.

20th Dec: List of garments and articles made and sent to the Fleet and Red Cross Society. Colonel Durnford encouraged the girls to continue their efforts for their country. 

1917

12th Jan: A gift of £5 handed into the Red Cross Guild by Misses Pellant and Seabrook as a result of an effort they made in aid of the Red Cross. A letter of thanks from secretary of the Mission of Seamen for a parcel of woollens sent to the Fleet. 

19th Jan: A grant of 5lb 11oz wool to be made into woollies for the men on active service. An urgent appeal for them to be made quickly. 

26th Jan: Helmets and capes made for military use, following urgent appeal from local Red Cross Society. Much of it is being done during the girls’ leisure time.  Ethel Curl has temporary exemption as she is being employed at the Laboratory to take the place of a lad. 

29th Jan: List of garments sent – woollen knitted helmets and capes, socks, mittens and cuffs.

9th Feb: List of items sent to local Red Cross Society. 

28th Feb: Woollen helmets and socks sent to Red Cross Society. 

26th Mar: Neckties collected by children and staff and sent to Red Cross Society following an appeal by the Matron at Napsbury Hospital. 

30th Mar: 126 eggs contributed during the month, as well as subscriptions and donations being paid into the school’s Red Cross Guild. 

4th Apr: Needlework done during the term and sent to local Military Hospital - 6 dozen pillowslips, other gifts, 9 neckties, woollen helmets. 114 eggs contributed for an Easter gift. 

3rd May: Lesson given to comply with C.C Circular EC 142 “Shortages of Bread”.

10th May: Cookery demonstration held at request of C. Council on “How to Save Bread”.

11th May: 24 eggs sent to the National Egg Collection. 

18th May: 6 dozen eggs sent to National Egg Collection, London. 

24th May:  Empire Day. Usual routine substituted by songs and music to remember Colonies and Allies. 48 eggs sent to National Egg Collection, 35 contributed by girls, 6 purchased by Red Cross Guild, 6 sent by Infants and 1 from the Boys’ School. 

8th Jun: 18 eggs contributed by the girls towards the box of 2 dozen sent to London. 4 dozen face gloves sent to Mrs Greathead. In reply to National War Savings Committee it was decided not to alter the school’s well established scheme for helping in the war. 

22d Jun: 60 eggs sent to soldiers.

4th Jul: Red Cross American Tea at Rothamsted.

6th Jul: 6 dozen eggs sent to France this week. 24 contributed by girls, 39 by the boys and 9 by the Infants. 

13th Jul: Lecture by Mrs Woolwood on Baby Welfare Campaign.

20th Jul: Gift of fruit, vegetables sent to 'Rosemary' hospital. 35 eggs sent to the National Egg Collection.

27th Jul: The Children’s Guild “Shopping Day” carried out. Girls and Infants purchased garden produce which they had supplied themselves. The profit is to be used to purchase wool for the Tommies and comforts for the winter. 

3rd Aug: Dusters, face gloves, Treasure bags and 2 dozen eggs sent. 513 eggs contributed by the girls during the term. Total collection £4. 1s 3 1/4 d

21st Sep: 1 dozen eggs sent to National Egg Collection. 40lb chestnuts collected.

26th Oct: Knitting for army and navy commenced. Hospital vests commenced. 32 stone of acorns collected. A grant of flannelette and sock wool received from local Red Cross. Knitting for the army and navy subscribed for by the girls. 

23rd Nov: : A circular advertising “A Demonstration of Economic Cooking” to be given by the girls, in co-operation with the Food Campaign Committee.

20th Dec: List of garments sent to Mrs Greathead for the Red Cross. List of items sent to Mrs Lydekker for distribution in the Fleet.

1918

18th Jan: Lecture at Public Hall by C.C on “The Need for Economy”

22nd Jan: 3 large boxes of goods sent to boys who attended the Boys’ Department. Advised by the Admiralty that the parcels had reached HMS Weymouth, Bortha, and Achilles. 

14th Feb: List of items sent – socks, scarves, treasure bags, vests

Change of head teacher after this date

1st Aug: Red Cross Work continued. Childrens’ weekly contribution for the term was £4.0.0. Articles for the Red Cross Society- sleeping vests, hot water bottle covers, socks, face gloves.

22nd Oct: Articles dispatched to Mrs Lydekker on behalf of the navy. The material was bought from the school’s Red Cross funds. 

24th Oct: Children collected money in aid of “Our Day” Red Cross. The amount of £17 9s 4d was the finest collection made by the girls since the outbreak of the war. Sent with the boys’ subscription and totalling £30.5s.0d. 

20th Dec: School work has been greatly disorganised owing to the war, outbreak of influenza and shortage of staff. 

School closed after this date. 

